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Welcome to Ms. Davidson’s 3rd grade

Home of the SUPERSTARS!!

Dear Superstar Families,

My name is Nicole Davidson and I will be your child’s teacher for the 2014-2015 school year.  I graduated from Michigan State University in 2005 (Go Green!) and taught in Glendale, Arizona for 8 years.  I am thrilled to be back in Michigan and starting my 2nd year here at Elmwood!  I feel fortunate to be a part of this wonderful community and I am so looking forward to getting to know you and your child.  I promise to do everything in my power to make this a year filled with academic growth, high expectations and of course, joy!  I know that if we work together these students will accomplish incredible things and become true SUPERSTARS! 
As you will see when you come visit our room, I have set up a “star” theme.  I will frequently refer to the students as “The Superstars.”  It is a strategy I use to build a strong and supportive community in our classroom. It is also a great way to promote unity and goal setting while having a little fun.
I wanted to let you know that students will not need school supplies.  We will be using pencils, folders, notebooks and markers which the school and myself have provided.  I believe this helps foster a strong community that shares and works together to take care of what we have.  Students will only need a backpack to take important papers to and from school and headphones (ear buds) so we can utilize sound on all the AWESOME new technology we have this year. It would also be great if each family could send in one pack of Crayola 24 ct. crayons.
While we don’t need school supplies, there are a few things our classroom could really use to keep our room in Superstar shape!  It would be wonderful if each family could find a way to contribute something from the list below:

-Clorox Wipes

     
-Hand sanitizer

     -Kleenex

     -EXPO dry erase markers (for daily student use)
     -Mr. Clean Magic Erasers (I discovered that they can get ANYTHING off of a table! ( )
     -Ziplock sandwich or gallon sized bags 
 
- Healthy snacks (crackers, pretzels, raisins, fruit snacks. NO chips, cookies, candies please.)
Any donations would be greatly appreciated! (
Please know that you are always welcome in the Superstar classroom!  I would like all of you to have as many opportunities as possible to participate in your child’s education.  To further support parent/teacher communication, I have created a classroom webpage that will be updated regularly with important dates, announcements, assignments, student work, photos and blog posts from the students.  I would like to encourage you to bookmark our page and to check it regularly: www.thesuperstarclassroom.weebly.com I will also send home a monthly newsletter about what is going on in our room. Keep an eye out for the first edition of The Soaring to Success Press at the end of September!
I am so thrilled to tell you that Elmwood third graders have been chosen to participate in the BIG History Lesson this year!  This means we will have the opportunity to use The Michigan Historical Museum as our classroom for an entire week!! I had the privilege of participating in a 2 day training at the museum this summer and I can’t begin to express what a powerful experience this will be for our 3rd graders!  January 12-16 will be the week we spend at the museum.  I wanted to give our superstar families the dates way in advance because we are definitely going to need some awesome volunteers for this incredible field trip! Here is a brief description of what the students will experience: “Talking with historians, dressing up in period clothes, and reenacting the lives of historical figures are all part of the weeklong learning experience called The BIG History Lesson. Students and teachers use the Michigan Historical Museum as their classroom for an extended, in-depth study of Michigan history. Activities during The BIG History Lesson week are teacher-led and student-centered and can include speakers, behind-the-scenes tours and students working cooperatively on research. Children participate in presentations, discussions, drama, writing, sketching and a variety of other interdisciplinary lessons while at the museum.”
If you ever have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to call (517.321.3383), write or email me. I look forward to meeting and getting to know you and your child.  I know this is going to be an AMAZING year!
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Warmest Regards,

Nicole Davidson

ndavidson@waverlyschools.net

Class Motto:

“Reach for the moon, even if you miss you will 

land among the stars!”
P.S.

I have included a survey for each Superstar student and one for each Superstar parent.  Enjoy filling them out and please return on Meet the Teacher Night (Tuesday, August 26th).  See you soon! (
Superstar Student Survey
I am so excited to learn more about my future SUPERSTARS!!
Please allow student to complete this themselves (
Name:_____________________________________________________

1. What was your favorite part of your summer vacation?
2. If you could study ANYTHING, what topic would you like to learn more about?

3. What is your all-time favorite book? (I can’t wait to share all of my favorites with you this school year!)
4. What song could you listen to over and over?
5. What do you like to do when you are not at school?

6. Would you rather solve a complex math problem, write a descriptive story, curl up and read a good book or write an informational report?

7. What do you want me to know about you? (

Parent Survey on back ----->
For Parent/Guardian to Complete

Parent/Guardian Names:_______________________________________________

1. What would you like me to know about you or your child?

2. List 3 words that best describe your SUPERSTAR:

3. Do you have any other students at Elmwood?  If so, please list names and classroom teacher below.
4. How will your superstar get home from school each day?

5. What is your wish for your child for the upcoming school year?

6. Are there any areas of school that your child has anxiety about?

7. What are your child’s greatest strengths? (academically, socially, emotionally, anything!)
8. What is the best way to get in touch with you? (phone, email, note, in-person)
9. Will you be able to regularly access our classroom webpage?
